
TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF TEtr BARROW
COU]IITTEE.

Trrrxrr-sxrs Reponr of the Contntittea-cotts,isti,ng of Mr.
!., I. S. Antery, Reu. S. Baring-Gou,ld, Dr. Brusltf,ald.
,iVr. R. But'ttcu'el, il[r. J. Broolti,ng-Rowe, Reu. J. I. Chantar,
an:l llr. R. Eansforcl Wortlt, (Secretary)-appo,inted, to
collect and recard, facts relot,ing to Barrows ,itt-Daaonshire,
ancl to tctke steps, wltere Ttoss,ible, for tlrci,r ,inaest,igat,ion.

Edited by R. ELxslono'Wor.rr, Secretary of the Committee.

(Red at aminster, 2ath JuIy, r9O7.)

Yow. Committee regrets that the $eather has again, as it
has trequentlr in past rears. maieriallr interfereciwiti the
work rrhich fall. within their sphere.

The present Report ilcludes:-
{1, The esploration of barrows on Martinhoe Common.
(2) The record of a rifled kistvaen in the Plym Valley,

near the Drizzlecombe group of menhirs and stone
IO'\Y'S.

MABTINHOE COMMON.

Both the Rev. J. tr'. Chanter and the Rev. R. W. Oldham
have reported on the examination of these barrows, in the
exploration of which they co-operated. Mr. Chanter re-
ports:-

There is a small group of four barrows on Martinhoe Common,
Iat. 51" 13' 5", Iong. 3' 54' 30"; they average about 30 feet
diameter and. 18 to 20 inches high; ail shorv signs of previous
disturbance, some of them having been almost entirely clug out
and now presenting more the appearance of hut circles than
cauns.

fn conjunction with Captain Harolil Bargus, o.s.o., and Rev.
R. W. Otdham, an examination of those which showed the Ieast
signs of interference was mad.e during the months of July and
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DRIZZLIICOMBE
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Ausust. 1906; trenches 2 feet 6 inches rvide rvere driven in at

.r"i"+f.*f. itt tir. material passed through proved to have been

;;;;i"";i, disturbed., and' consiiteil of stonei and peaty.soil indis-

;rir"il;iy -ix"d op in about equal proportions,-noihing-of any

i"-t.-.*.i irJi"g founcl^ except a tew trlti of _c]rar-coal. 
'I'he ba*o''s

had uvidentlj' originally consisied of small cairns of stones over

interment piis, oritop of *tri"h there hail been a coverirlg of turf
ancl soil*^- 

flr. o"ty wet and. rough rveather this spring has prevented' any

forlf"t ."""t o" any of iLe barrows in the Exmoor ilistrict'

The Rer. B. \f. Oidham's Report, accompanied hy 3 lic;
tionofoneofthebarrorrs,hasbeenmislaid,anclthat
gl"tf"*r" ,eLahed. tro copl, but forwards the following
troto:-

}\IAP.TNHOE B.\EPO\[S.

In JuIy, 1906, Captain Ear':t'l Far;;s-' o'-''o', and th:-B'gv'
R. \y."olal; op"o.a three bar|r.rrr.. ,r" the common at llartir1-
i-., ,t ""iLlf a'mile east fron -Yart'lhoe Church' A trench

"l"i i z feet .wide was dug right tirr,r.;gh and down to the ler.el of

it',. *rro.tnAing soil, utd"^i.f.,I5 siied' but nothing T" {oY'lq
except some chircoal. All the barrorrs in the neighbourhood had

evidently been opened" before.

PLY]I YAIIEY.

Your Committee's Secretary has previously. described

,riih rrtuos and skebches all tire then-known kisLvaens in

iil".^piy"r"Vrti"y, it seer,recl lhat no exaurple go"Id.YiI]
have escapecl suwey. But lasb year, on the occasion ot the

visit to irizrlecombe of the members of the -Plyanouth
Institotion and Devon and Cornwall Natural History
S;;i;;y, ;;"tler, ancl rather fine,- sp-ecimel .ras discoYered'

It lies in lat.50" 29'll", Iong' 3 ;9'51', not far out of a
Iine clue north of the cairn kiorrn as ihe Giant's Basin'

ut o"t 1740 feet iron it. aud within 1-10 feet of the

"rr*il 
.tr"rm which occupies Drizzlecombe' Its length

;-le i;;hd iis wiilth 2'5 inches, and it-s clepth. -beftre
excaYation 28 inches. The direction of its longer sides lies

[l' zo'W. of N. A thorough re-excavation has not yet

been made. The accompaofi'g illustrat'ion gives a plan

and vierv.
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