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given to certain forms to which 1 can attribute no other uses. The
fimst nre like wtomes | have seen used to grind ooclours ; they are ob-
longe-oval, atturding a nice graap to the hand ot the round end, and
ground quite flut at the other by attrition. The mortars are flat dises,
some eight or ten tuches or less across, and have a depression in the
centre apjrrently eaused by friction,

A dueseription of the stone weapons of South Africa would be imper-
fect withiout an alusion to some implementa which, however, I believe,
to have been used at o Inter date,  First, thereis in the South African
muscant, what 1 sappose to be a mandril. 1t was found twenty feet
below the ground in clearing out the “eye of a fountain.” It ia
benutifully smooth and rounded, tapered to both ends, sharp-pointed
at one, truncated at the other. It is abont twelve or fourteen inchea
long, and une and o half or two inches in diameter.® It may have
lwen wronght in more modern duya for use as a mandril on which to
slinpe copper and iron brocelets,

Secowdly, the perforated round etones found all over the colony.
These vary in vize and shape, and are ns globular as & common
They were said to have been used even in later daye by the bushmen
for the parpose of weighting their bulb-digging sticks, They are de-
seribied by Patterson and the older authors on South African travel.

It will be seen that the implements found on the Cape Flate arve all
more or lesa polished and smoothed,  This is cansed by the continual
drifting to and fro of the locke sand covering this tract of land, which
iy intermedinte between Table Bay and False Bay, and has evidently
at seme very remote period been submerged bencath the osean

The implements seems to have settled down through the sand, and
now rest on the iron-stone eonglomerate, which forme & kind of crust
under the drifting sawd ; when this is broken through, ciays, marls,
ete., are reached.

A wuppleinentary Report on the Prehistoric Antiquities of Dart-
mour, by Mr, €. Spence Bate, was then read. This supplement is
incorporated in tho following report, which was submitted to the
Society on June lst, 1870,

X1I.—RerorT on the Premistortc ASTIQUITIES of DaARTMOOR. By
(. SpeNce BaTe, Esq., F.R.8.

Or the several counties of England there is, perhaps, none that affords
nore varied seenery, each cqually benutiful after its kind, than ros

be scen in Devonshire. On the southern coast, the bold head-
lands, with intermicdiate slopiug lands, run far cut into the sea, while
imlund fertile valleys and wooded hills afford picturesque loveliness to
n landscape that scarcely has its rival. In the more southern
“coombs,” gr sheltered vales, from which Devonshire derives ita
name,t the genial climate is so mild that exotic plants live unproteoted

* I writo from memory.

t Dumnonii—** Men of the decp valloys.,” Devon-Dywnaini, Dei -noynt
*' deep or dark valleys, from which Devonshire derives its name.” 4 '
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in the open air. The myrtle, the fuchsia, and the magnolia become large
trees, while the lemon and citron, with but little shelter fromn the
keenest frosts, produce fruit that has not been surpassed in size and
flavour. This district was anciently called, and is still known as, the
“South Hams.”

More inland lies the region of Dartmoor, a vast tract of undulating
ground, having its highest points capped with granite tors, rising to
two thousand feet above the sea. Bare and exposed, there is not a
tree to be seen, except where the striving hand of man has endeavoured
to overcome in a few isolated spots, the cruelty of nature.

De la Beche describes Dartmoor as “ an elevated mass of land, of
an irregular form, broken into numerous minor hills, many crowned
by groups of picturesque rocks, provincially termed tors; and, for
the most part, presenting a wild mixture of heath, bog, rocks, and
rapid streams.”

Two hundred years ago, Risden wrote, ¢ Between the North and
the South Hams there lieth a chain of hills, consisting of blackish
earth, both rocky and heathy, called by a name borrowed of its bar-
renness, Dartmoor ; richer in its bowels than in the face thereof;
yielding tin and turf, which to save for fuel, you would wonder to see
how busy the by-dwellers be at some seasons of the year ; whose tops
and tors are in winter covered with a white cap, but in summer the
bordering neighbours bring herds of cattle and flocks of sheep to pas-
ture there. From these hills, or rather mountains, the mother of
many rivers, the land declineth either way ; witness their divers
courses, some of which disburden themselves in the British Ocean,
and others, by long wandering, seek the Severn Sea.”

This quaint description of the central portion of Devon appears to
be as true in the present day as at the time of which this author
wrote. But in order to appreciate, as far as in our power lies, the
customs and habits of a pre-historic people, it should be our endeavour,
as far as practicable, to ascertain the topographical character of the
country, at, or as near as possible to, the period at which these people
are supposed to have lived.

If we go back to the earliest records, we find that when the Con-
queror came, those fertile valleys of Devon, which we are accustomed
to hear spoken of as the Garden of England, existed only as a dense
virgin forest. Here and there were scanty clearings around Saxon
strongholds, near which some wooden shanties roughly built might be
seen, while the old Roman road that went from Exeter to Plymouth was
probably still capable of being distinguished, though rapidly becoming
entombed in the struggle of the surrounding vegetation to regain its
dominion. The submerged bays and inlets all round the coast de-
monstrate that wood once grew even to the water’s level, and the
Domesday Book tells of the large amount of forest and uncultivated
lands that existed at the end of the eleventh century, but makes no
mention of Dartmoor. This name appears to be first used in historio
records in the year a.p. 1236, in a royal patent, wherein Henry ITI
grants to God and the Holy church of St. Petrock of Lydford, & tenth
of the herbage of Dertemore ; and four years after, that is in 1240,






Spence Bate on the Prehistoric Antiquities of Dartmoor. ciii

the year.” This is assumed to be the south of Britain, as being the
only place that answers to the description of the old geographer.
Thus, as far back as we have records, the climate of Devonshire
along the sea-border appears to have but little altered. We must,
therefore, contend, that that of the interior also cannot have much
changed.

The climate of Dartmoor, as we know it now, is very different from
that of the rest of Devonshire, and is very varied in itself. Its
summers are genial and pleasant, and the hottest days are always
tempered by a refreshing coolness born of the altitude to which the
tors are elevated. In the winter the whole is changed. Rain, frost,
snow, or fog, is the daily aspect from November until March. But
rain does not fairly express the humidity of the climate. The wet
pervades every place and thing; the thickest granite walls will not
keep it out, and when the stone has been faced with brick, the
moisture seems to rise from the soil within, or is condensed upon the
walls, for they seem still to drop with wet. The snow in this wild
place is more severe than is known elsewhere in the county. Snow
in Devonshire is but a thing of beauty. It comes in a night, and
thaws in a day; it is welcomed as a sign of winter, and is enjoyed
while it lasts. But on Dartmoor a snowstorm is a fearful thing ; the
hardest Moor-man dares not venture out, and woe betide the traveller
who may be caught in it. Scarcely a winter passes but we learn of
some life being lost in this wild place.

But we are writing of this present time, when Dartmoor is com-
paratively thickly inhabited, when broad, and well-kept turnpike
roads traverse the district from end to end in every direction. The
time, however, is not so long since, counting by years, when the direct
road across the moor was defined by granite pillars with letters on the
side, to direct the traveller to the town to which he was journeying.
Several of these posts still remain between Hessary Tor and Merrivale
Bridge, something like a furlong distant from each other, with the
letters A on oneside and T on the other, showing that the line of pillars
directed the way from Ashburton to Tavistock.

Besides the rain and the snow, the mists are among the most dis-
agrecable features of the moor. These are the more troublesome,
because of their frequency and of the suddenness with which they
come on. A sroall, unsuspicious cloud may be seen hanging round
the summit of a neighbouring tor ; anon, in half a hour the small
cloud expands and rolls down the mountain slope, shutting out every-
thing from view. Woe to the traveller who, without compass, may
happen to be on the moor then !

And, in the bright summer days, the air is so buoyant and elastic
that invalids grow strong, and old men young, with that delicious
consciousness of life that is rarely to be met with in busy scenes, and
never felt in crowded cities. Such was the climate of Dartmoor in
the old time, when the early inhabitants of these islands erected those
huge and unwrought monuments to which I desire to draw attention.

The exceptionally beautiful summer of 1870 has been most favour-
able for moorland exploration. This has been particularly true of
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Durtioor, where in nuwt years the extensive tracts of bog are very
wet und soft.  This year a horse oould en::l{ga- over the most
dungeruny places and not be more than fetl and that more
frequently in dust than in mire. The drying of the soil has been visible
vver every portion of the surfice ; most conspionously in the neigh-
buourhond of the rocks and stones.

Round the base of every boulder s margin of unstained granite
marks the action that the vegetable mould has bad upon its surface.
Disintegration is moreover strongly evidenced in the numerous frag-
wents of grunite fonned round the base of every stone,

These splinters demonstrate the gradual destruction from weather-
activn of these old moeorland monuments ; o fact that in itself sceonnts
for the alsence of aucient markings (even if such ever existed) being
still found.

I thiuk that we shonld first attempt to arrive at s knowledge of the
dwellings which the ol inhabitants crected on the moor, and in which
they probubly lived st least hall the yesr.  These are somewhat dif-
fereutly constructal inliiferent parts of the moor ; sometimes existing
in elusters, aud sometiines an solitury dwellings ; sometimes in con-
nection with what we eall Draidiea) remains (for want of a better name),
snetimes in connection with ancient stream-tin-workings, and some-
times amsocinted with enclosures of sinall tracts of cultivation.

These hut-dwellings were generally built with » double row of
stones closely put together, the outer one being sbout two feet distant
from the inner, These hotcircles mange generally from nine feet in
dinmeter to tive and thirty ; and inside some of those of medinm aise at
the centre, is frequently wsmnll heap of stones which has been gu
te have Dieen the remains of n fire-place (pl. iti, fig. 4) The interior
and upper portion of the walls of these circles was undoubtedly
built with turf eut from the surrounding country. The small
heap of stones in the centre that has beon described as & fire-
wie, 1 believe, o spot on which an upright pole was fized for the
purpose of supporting the centre; thus the turf was gradually
built inwardy until it was necessary to support it from within, In
larger dwellings ne such stones are apparent, and we muet there-
fure aysume that their greater spun required svme other mode
of snpport. Thus we wmay imagine that the turf roof was kept
up by a series of rafiers, or peles, resting one of the ends on the
external wall, while the others et together at the middle, and here
being tivd together Ly some strips of bark, they formed the apex of the
roof, when probably the imperfect connection of the materials allowed
the escape of smoke from the fives within (pl. iii, figs, 1 and 2},

Some writers have contended that after the first few feet of stone
and turf, the huts were roofed in with a thatch of rushes.

Bushes are to be found on the moor in somequantity, but certainly not
in such abundance as would make them the easiest material to collect.
Neither would they be found the most snitable, The large span of
the dwellings scems to coutradict the idea of & roofsuch as would make
reed serviceable. A thatched roof can only be practically valuable
when it is high-pitched, since otherwise the moisture which is so pre-




Spence Bate on the Prekistoric Antiquities of Dartmoor. ev

valent in this district, would rapidly pencirate the roof and be con-
tinually dropping within ; and a steep or high-pitched voof in huts
of from twenty to thirty feet diameter could only be attained by
raising them to so great a height as to preclude their being able to
withstand the frequent storms of the colder sersons.

On the Dartmoor there is nothing so conventent and ro easy of heing
procured az the turf of the neighbourhood, and moreover nothing sc
suitable for the purpose. 'When fresh cut, peat has a consistency more
Like that of clay; under only small pressure, it will readily bind very
compactly, and, after having been cnce dried in the sun, will resist
with considerable persistence the penetration of the heaviest rain.
This would be used most probably for the walls, while turf, locally
konown as “fag,” would be best for the roof, and is still used for
that purpose on the moor ; it also has the advantage of allowing the
huts to be 8o low that the wildest weather would pass over the
villages without injuring them.

The remaine of these huts are generally found associated in
groups, sometimes in very large villages—rarely alone. They are
geuerally found on the sunny side of the tors—frequently in the
neighbourhood of a stream which shows signs of having been well
worked over for tin. Wherever they are found they frequently seem
to be nssociated, more or less intimately, with other remains, stch
a8 circles, parallellitha, kistvaens, ete, ithe evidences of past history,
of which we have no other record ; and if care be not taken to preserve
them, these ure liable to be broken up to mend our highways, or be-
come the gate-posts of some neighbouring field. There are many in-
stances where these associated villages are, or were, surrounded by a
wall of granite stones. These appear to possess features varying
somewhat in different loealities. On the side of the hill under Shelltep,
is one that is enclosed by large stones, which built up a wall of con-
siderable dimensions round it, still in tolerable preservation. The
enclosure is nearly square, with the corners rounded, being about
vne hundred and fifty paces each way, and enclosed on all sides
except what appear to have been entrances from without, one of
which ia vear the upper extremiiy on the eastern side, while the
second is on the lower and southern gide. On each side of the lower
entrance there are the remains of small huts or chambers, built in
connection with the wall of enclosure. One of these appears to be
gituated cn either side of the entrance, and is suggestive of having
been built for the protection of the sentinels placed to guard the ad-
mission to the village camp ; two other auch sentinel-huts were placed
one on each side of an eld trackway that approaches the village at
the south-enst corner, and leaves it again on the south-western corner,
and may be traced for some long distance over the moor leading to a
cairn on one side, and to an avenue and cairn on the other. Within
the enclegure are nine or ten hut-dwellings, two of which are peeulinr
from being double. _Another enclosure of somewhat similar character
is the better known village of Grimspound. This was described in
Rowe's Perambulation of Dartmoor sbout two-and-twenty years since,
and appears to be nearly in the same condition now as then. The
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stonea at Grimspound are larger and more cyclopean in charaster than
these of the village just deseribed under Shelltop, consisting mostly of
woorstone blocks, so large as not to be ensily displaced. The average
height of the rampart is still about six feet, but the width of the base
is fully twenty feet.  With the exception of an opening on the east
aml west, the enclosuro is perfect, surrounding an area of about four
acred.  The hut-circles in this enclosure are numercus, cooupying
every Rpace, leaving only one vacant spot at the upper end. A spring
rises uear the enstern sule, and skilfully conducted for some distance
helow the wall, supplied the inhabitants with pure water. The whole,
savs Mr. Rowe, presents & more completo specimen of an ancient
British settlement than will perhaps be found in auy other part of
the island. On many parts of the moor enclosed villages may be found
somewhat similar in character. There is one near the heud of the
Yealm, built with rather smaller stones than those previonsly described,
the sty of which, T think, may throw a little light on the engineer-
ing architecture of the perivd. The enclosure, or pound, sa it is
loeally ealled, is about a hundred and forty yards square, and encloses
ahout thirty huts, On the western side extends a second enclosure,
It not quite so large. The entrance to both these walled villages is
towards the south.

In some parts for s few fect the wall is tolerably perfect ; for instance,
at the south-castern corner, for about six feet, the wall has a perpendicu-
lar face on the outer side ; about half way up the eastern wall it is toler-
ably porfect for a yurd or two on the inner side (pl. v, fig. 4.} I therefore
um enabled to show that the base of this old wall, though somewhat irre-
gular, was about six or eight feet in breadth. The wall was first com-
menced by an internal and an external row of stones fixed in the ground
on the edyes, so as to stand wpright ; withio these two rows the stones
were placed, with a small attempt at regularity, and (judging by the
quantity of stones that lie about) to the height probably of from six to
eight feet, The entrance to the enclosure was on the southern side,
heing thot which is nearest to the river, which is about a quarter of a mile
distant. On the upper, or northern side, towards the castern corner,
there is another opening, but which appears rather to have been made by
the destruction of the fence than to be intentional in its design. Near
this opening there stands against the outer surface of the wall a small
hut of beehive shape, built of stones, only the roof of which haa fallen
in (pl. iii, fig. 3}, the walls still remaining in some parts to the height
of about five feet. Seeing that it stands near & gap in the main en-
closure, one would be inclined to think that it might have been erected
recently Ly some loitercrs on the moor, but for the following circum-
stances, Iirst, there are evidently the remaina of two or three others
on the enstern side ; that i, the side most open to a wide expanse of
moor ; and secondly, that there is in the plan of the hut a peculiarity
of form that I have socen nowhere else except in the moorland cham-
bers. The form appreaches that of being straight on two sides, and
curved on the third. The walls are about three feet in thickness,
and slope inwards. Within this enclosure are sbout thirty hut-
cireles of different sizes, and within the smaller enclosure at tho south-



Spence Bate on the Prehistoric Antiquities of Dartmoor.  cvii

western extremity several more. Outside the wall on the summit of
the hill, and on all sides, are a very large number of the remains of
similar dwellings, many of which appear to have been built almost wholly
with turf and stone. This may, I think, be gathered not only from
the circumstance that in some places a few feet of such mixture of
material may be found, but also from the quantity of small granite
stones which remain on the ground within the circles, the remaining
evidence left by the débris of fallen roofs of these old abodes.

At Merrivale Bridge, there are two enclosed villages—one upon the
plan of that last described, and the other still more cyclopean in cha-
racter, the entrenchment being formed with huge blocks of moor-
stone. But these are retained in their position, only for about
balf the circuit of the village. There is an enclosed village on the
Avon, the huts within the circle of which are numerous ; many of
these have in connection with them smaller erections of the beehive
construction, some of which are in tolerably perfect condition. That
which I figure as fig. 5, pl. iii, has only a small hole on one side near
the top broken in. This hut appears to have been built according to
the usual plan of these buildings ; that is, by gradually placing stones
one on the top of another, each succeeding one reaching still farther
in than the preceding ; in this way all parts of the wall incline towards
the centre, care being taken that the weight of stone balances, so as
not to topple the sides over; in this way they are raised until the op-
posite sides of the building approach near enough to each other so as to
be spanned by a single capstone that completes the arch on the sum-
mit. One such building as this still exists, in very perfect condition,
on the banks of a stream that falls into the Erme on the right bank be-
tween Staldon Moor and Staldon Barrow. This is shown in fig. 6, pl. iii.
It is about six feet long, four wide, and three high ; the stones of the
side walls overlap each other, and three large capstones form the roof.
The outside of the building is much higher, but this is due to the ac-
cumulated vegetable mould of many years. The entrance to this
strange little building is up the stream, and one would have supposed
it very liable to have been inundated by the floods that must occasion-
ally have poured down the brook. To obviate this, two or three large
stones defend the entrance, by being placed upright across the lower
portion of the doorway; and about three or four feet distant is a
low wall of large granite stones, that was evidently placed to act as a
breakwater, and to direct the flood away from the entrance of the
building ; in this it has been successful, since had it been otherwise,
the hut would not have continued to enable us to describe it. This
last differs from those on the Avon in being solitary, no such hut or
hut-circle being found within some considerable distance. This erec-
tion appears to be somewhat more rounded also, but this may arise,
as is most probably the case, from the character of the overgrowth of
soil and vegetation—the one on the Erme being covered with heather
and ferns, while those on the Avon are mostly covered with turf and
short weeds.

On the Avon the beehive huts are not only in close connection
with the remains of ancient villages, but are in every instance incor-
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porated ag portion of o hut circle. That which 1 have described (pl
iii, figg. 5), nlthongh stuling in close connection with the wall of a
hut, yet ovcenpies a plice within a circle that is somewhat oval in
form, being alwut thirteen feet long and cight broad, the entrance to
which ia ut the opposite extremity to that of the beehive erection.
This appears to be the genernl character of these buildings, but there
in one that varies in its constraction from the others. The one that
I have figured ag fig, 1, pl. iv, has what appears to have been a short
passayee leading to it, but this which seens to have been the inner
gide of the passyee, iy, 1 think, the remains of a central wall, which
supported the reof of the Luilding ; my reason for eo thivking is in
eonsequence of o chime examination of the stones that remain in posi-
tion, of which the drawing is u tolerably cluse representation, The
stone which stunds s the central portion of the roof, instead, as in the
other huts of this description, furing tho eap or covering stone of
the rouf, lies noder one extremity of a long stone that rests its oppo-
gite end vn the vuter wall,  To du this, the stone at the inner end
munt have received suppent.  This stone, in all nppearance, was a con-
tinuation of the inner wall of the supposed pussage. I therefore Lo-
licve that a correct restoration of the hut would ghow it to have been
an oblong erection with a wull ruaning threugh the longer axis, from
the sumit of which leng flat stunes sloped to meet the stones that
form the vuter walls, onge on each side, s0 as to form a donble chamber,
such as I bove given in section in fig. 2, pl. iv,

The form and size of these small huts are strong evidence of their
stef having Leen used us dwellingy, but of their incorporation as parts
of larger iuts. There is every reason to think that they were places
for keeping stores of food, or other valued possessions in. The hut
circles are tolerably numerous, but al! have not bechive erections in
conncetion with them, although there nro several specimens of the
latter to be found among them. Some of the hat circles are outside,
but most of them are within a wulled cnclosure of tolerably strong
uncemented masonry. The outer wall of this village affords no vari-
ation worthy of remark ns distingnishing it from some of those pre-
viously described ; but there is omo on the western slope of Trowls-
worthy Tor thut eannot bo passed over without especial notice.

This enclosure is nearly circular, and mcasures about one huundred
and fifty paces each way (pl. v, fig. 1). The walle are unbroken
through the entire circuit, excepting at two entrnnces, one facing to-
wards the north, the other towards the south. These two entrances I
wish to describe. The walls which form the circle are nbout five feet
in width, and the entrances are about six feet. The opening on the north
side is blocked up by four walls, each wall being diagonally placed
with regard te the walls of the enclosure, two within and twe without,
placed in the forma of a cross. The outer walls extend for about
twenty-four feet each, ranning smaller towards the distal extremity,
and larger towards the enclerure, where they approach each otber so
near that only a single man at a time can pasa between them ; so aleo
on each side of these walls, between themn and the extremities of those
of the cnclosure, there is but space enough for one person at & time
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to pass in or out. Within the enclosure, the inner walls extend one —
for about twenty-seven feet, and the other for above twenty feet.
The inner walls resemble those on the outer side, except that they re-
verse their position and extend farther from each other the farther
they advance within, where also they as gradually decrease in size and
importance.

At the southern entrance the arrangement is somewhat different.
The walls, which are erected on the outer side, are not so straight,
and have the distal extremities curved, and the space within heaped
irregularly with large masses of granite. The inner walls are likewise
less straight—more particularly that which lies most towards the
west. The outer and the inner walls are brought so near that it
would be impossible that more than one person at a time could pass.
Within this entrance to the enclosure is a hut-circle which differs from
these relics generally as well as from those within the present circle
also, in being placed on made ground ; the ground evidently having
been built up for making the hut to stand upon level ground.

I think that these two kinds of works at the gateways or entrances
to the camp are evidence of the military character of the enclosure,
since they are evidently designed to prevent a rush of many men, it
being impossible for more than one person to pass at a time. And if
the square-like chamber on the inner side of the southern entrance,
of which a few stones in line still remain, has been intended as a place
for a sentinal watch, a single man might defend such a position against
great odds. The whole plan, I think, is an interesting specimen of
ancient military engineering,

I know of but one thing at all resembling these gateways, and that
is on the same hill, near the ridge, where a wall of about fifteen feet
thick extends from Trowlsworthy Tor to near the banks of the Cad,
a distance of a mile. About a quarter of a mile from the Tor there is
an opening of several feet in width, but the passage is narrowed by
two walls on either side. Here, instead of the flanking walls being
straight, as in the northern gateway of the enclosure, they are curved,
80 a8 to widen still more the entrance the farther the distance from
the main wall.

On Brown Heath, near the head of the Erme, are two enclosures of
about one hundred and fifty yards in diameter, in which are several
hut-circles (pl. v, fig. 2). These two (a, a) are connected by, or, at all
events, lie adjacent to, a stone avenue (b), of about 177 yards in
length, with a kistvaen enclosed within a circle of stones (c), of which
fourteen are still standing. The avenue is a double one, and lies
north and south, the kistvaen being at the northern extremity. At
about one-third of the length of the avenue from the kistvaen are the
remains of a hut-circle (d), which impinges so closely upon the
avenue that it is a wonder that the one has not destroyed the
other.

It is a curious question here to consider, which of these two was
the first in position. If the avenue were first placed, we should have
thought that those who built the hut would bhave used the stones of
which the avenue was formed for the purpose of erecting the found-
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ation of their atuule, Or, even had the large enclosure been of later
date than the avenne, we should have supposed that the stones would
have been retnoved at o time when such an enormeus quantity was
winted for the buikling of these extensive walls.  These Iying so con-
veniently would have been first used had the enclosures been of later
date than the aze of the avenue. 1 think that this evidence is of
value in assisting to prove that the two kinds of structures were coeval
int dute ; or, at all ¢vents, that the circles must have been placed in
positivu befure the period when the sacred character attached to the
avenue ceasal to have an influence over the minds of the people who
inhabited Dartmoor,

At wuarter of a mile from these enclosures ia one of modern
date, known as Ermepotnd. This was erected for the purpose, as its
pitee iplies, of impounding stray cattle. A single glance at this ia
sufficient te ghow that it is e old villawe, as we believe the others
to have been, Tt Leary all the evidence of a coustruciion carried out
for the purpose of forming an enclosure that should at the same time
be hastily and ineapensively buile. It is irregular in form, and com-
puratively stall in size.

On Shaugh Moor, there is one that is circnlar in form ; the walls
beinge buile wich huge moorstone blocks, probably banked between
with turf.  Within this enclusure. there is Lut a single hut-circle, and
that near the eentre,  Alout forty paces distant, on the hill-side,
there are the remains of track-lines, wade with huge blocks of granite
placed vt the ends, some near together, others more or less distant.
There i an enclosure of irregutar shape under Black Tor, and others
undder Mist Tor, ete.

Lead by the livht of the poor records that are yet left to us, and
which are daily Uecoming obliterated, 1 think that we may conclude
that we have in these m-.\umls the remains of walled vﬂlages, the
inhabitants of which, in times of security and peace, dwelt in the sur-
ronnding country. but when an enemy was known to be approaching
they crowded within the fortified enclcsures.  The several stone huts
outside the wull at the Yealm Head were, probably, watch-houses from
whenee the seutinels eonld always keep guard over the out-lying enemy
without being observed himselt.

The village at Kestor Rock is not so enclosed, but appears to have
been inhabited by a people who enjoved peace, for the numerous track
lines that cross the hill-side leave the evidence of a people whose
thoughts were given to the caltivation of the soil.  So, also, were
probally the tribes who peapled the neighbourhood of Rippon Tor,

The hut-cireles in the neighbourhood of Kestor differ from all
others that we know of on the moor, in having the surface of the
ground exeavated, the slape of the hil being cut away eo a8 to make
the floor of the huts level : a small fact, but one which suggests that
the people endeavoured to ake their houses comfortable, and there-,
fore atfurds evidence of their long residence in the place,

In the veighbourhood of many of these villages {and, perbaps, at
one time near them all} stand the remains of what are known as stone
avenues, or Parallellitha.
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These ancient megalithic remaing are peculiar to Dartmoor, at least
as far ag this country is concerned.

In the Island of Lewen there is an avenue of nineteen stones leading
to a circle of twelve others, known as the temple of Classerness, and
Mr. Stuart, in his merocirs on stone circles, and allignments,
says, that in Scotland the cairns bave lines of pillars leading from them,

In Brittany an avenue of large stones leads to the Dracontinm
Temple of Carnge. But the avenues on Dartmoor appear to differ
from either of these, and, although they have been described as Vie
Sacree, T think that we have little evidence to show that they were
more than burial places for the honoured dead.

Of these avenues the most extensive are those found en Shuffledown
Moore, near the Keator Rock, Here they extend for about half a mile in
lengrth,  They consist of five separate avenues and have been deseribed
by the Rev. Mr, Rowe and Mr, Ormerod in the Transactious of the Ply-
mouth Institution. All the avenues in this neighbeurhood bave a
more ot lesa north and south direction. The first lies almost due
north and gouth, and terminates in a triple circle of upright stones at
the southern extremity.

The northern limit is not clearly defined, and is imperfect, bot can
be traced for abont one hundred and forty paces. A second avenue,
runuing S.5.E., is about the same length as the preceding, from which
it is distant about thirteen yards Thissecond avenus has no apparent
termination in any circle or cairn, but this may arige from its destruc-
tion through the passage of a track-line traversing it at the southern
limit,

A third avenue commences a little to the west of the triple cirele of
stones, and runs in a S,8.E. direction, and terminates in a circle
of stones, of which eight remain, enclosing a kist-vaen, the covering
stone of which is gone. This avenue is in tolerable condition, though
some of the stones are missing, and others have fallen ; and is about
one hundred and ten paces long. A few paces to the south a fourth
avenue commences, in small stones, and runms in a direetion almost
due south, and is lost before it reaches its supposed termination in the
Longstone Maen, Beyond this, Mr. Ormercd says that there was
ancther, the stones of which have been removed for the purpose of
building a wall, and ouly the pits remain in which the stones stood.
This avenue is supposed to bave reached & stone about two bundred
and seventeen yards off, and which a short time since, with two others,
was known as “The Three Boys.” These stood in a triangular
position, and were about four to five feet in height, the one that
remaing being about four feet six inches: they were probably the
remaing of an old cromlech. 1t will be observed that each of these
five avenues bas a feature peculiar to itself .—That which is the most
northerly, and which we have called the first, terminates at the acuth
extreniity, in a triple circle of stones, circumscribing three central
ones. These circles consist severally of ten, six, and eight stones.
The second avenue appears to have no defined termination at either
extremity. Mr, Ormerod is of opinion that it made a sudden curve
to join avenue No. 3; but it appears to me rather as a recommence-
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ment of No. 3, which would, had it contibued, have interfered with
the triple circle belunging to avenue No. 1. Avenue No. 3, terminates
in o circle that enclosed a kist-vaen. Avenue No. 4 terminates at
the southern extrewity in a rock-pillar, while that of No, § ended in
a cromlech, Avenues Nos. 4 and 5 are continuous, and it js not
improbable that No. 4 ia a prolongation of No. 5. All the avenues
therefore commence towards the south and terminate towards the
north, eommencing in one with a cromlech, in another with an
encircled kist-vaen, nnd in the third in a triple oircle, each being
a different mode of sepulture. Under Black Tor, near Princetown,
there are two avennes, lying nearly cast and west, the more northerly
being a double row, the other consisting of a single row of stones.
The first is nearly a furlong in length, and has on the right side forty
atones in pusition, and on the left tifty, while the latter has but
sixtecen, and many of those very distant from eash other. Both
avenes terminate at the castern extremity in a harrow encircled by
stones. The atones that surround the more northerly barrow are
Inrger than thuse which enclose tho barrow of the less important
avenue; in cach cass the barrows have cither fallen in or been
excavated. About midway between the sourceg of the Plym and
Eylesburrow is o single row of stones, It runa from north-east to
south-west, and hada cirele of stones, tolerably perfect, at the northern
extremity, of abeut thirty yards in circumference, and about three
feet in height. There 38 a caim within, the centre of which haa
fallen in, or has been rammaged by the treasure-seeker,

The ling of stones eunsists of but o single row, and extends for aight
hundred yards. The first two werc about ten feet above the ground,
The firat had fallen 8o as to lean agninst the second, and both were on
the incline. The first eight or ten stones declined in size until th
reached, in the greater number, but ome fuot in height. Sixty of
these were standing, with but litéle interception, about six feet apart,
when caune a histus of about thirty yards, after which we counted
about sixty more, but from these many were missing in the row. A
lares stone secemed to mark the termination of the avenue, beyond
which, at about s hundred yards, was & large cairn that evidently had
been ransacked, and a portion of the stones carted away. This relie
has never previously been obsorved, as I can find no record of it in
Rowe's Peranhulation of Durtiwoor, From the large size of the stones
at the north-eastern extremity, and the importance of the caim with-
in the cirele, I look upon this a8 being one of the most interesting
specimens of the kind in the lvcality, ‘

On the western slope of the hill, the summit of which is crowned
by the Great and Little Trowlsworthy Tors, in & line almost direct
between Lee Moor Cross and the larger Tor, stand two parallellitha,
The longer and more important is abeut seventy yards in length.
The avenue counsists of a double row of stones, of which fifty-three are
standing on each side. DBut in Rowe's Perambulaiion it is spoken of
as having sixty on the east side, and fifty-five on the west. The
stones are generally about a yard apart. In many places the stones
are missing, if the number is given correctly in Rowe's Perambulation
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(1830). A leat has been cut, dividing it in two, near the centre of the
avenue. This no doubt has been the cause of zome being removed,
and when we visited it a few weeks since, a line of sticks was placed
80 a8 to suggest that some undertaking is likely to proceed that shall
still further interfere with its eutirety. The direction of the avenue
is vearly east and west ; it consists of stones about a foot or eighteen
inches high, and terminates near a stream in a stone about five feet
high. The opposite, or eastern extremity, terminates in a circle of
eight stones, seven of which remain standing, and one has fallen,
This cirele is about seventy-five feet in circumference.  All the stones
are large, the largest being about five feet above the ground, and two
feet in breadth. A fow hundred yards to the west is a smaller and
less important parallellithon. The ditection of this avenue is neafly
east and west, being in a live that leads direct to the sacred
cirele at the eastern extremity of the longer avenue. It consists of
a double row of stones, of which sixty are on the unorthern side, and
forty-two on tho socuthern. Rowe says that there were forty-six
on each side. At the southern extremity is a large stone about
four feet high; the opposite extremity iz terminated by another
stone somewhat higher, and the only one that is standing of those
that enclosed the macred circle ; most of them are, however, still
lying where they once stood. The circle is about fifty-four feet in
eircumference,

On the southern side of Shell Top there stands a large cairn (pl. iv,
fig. 4), that either has never been completed, or has been disturbed.
From this cairn run southwards several pairs of stones, the remains of
an old stone avenne. This cairn is not surrounded by & circle, and anlike
many of the others is very distant from a stream, though it is mot
far from the fortified village previously described. Thers are other
stone avenues recorded from other parts of the moor ; one near Fern-
worthy cirele, another under White Tor, Shavercombe Down, ete, ; but
of all that I have seen, the most perfect, the most interesting as being
associnted with other relies, and the most in danger from the ruthless
hand of modern enterprise, are thase at Merivale® Bridge (pl. vi. fig. 1).
Two parallellitha are to be found at the distance of about half a mile
from the river. ‘They are situated on a broad open ezpanse, and where
the turf is singularly free from heather or bush of any kind. The
two run parallel, or nearly 8o, with each other. The shorter is about
nine chaing, or twenty-two yards less than one furlong in length, It
lies slightly to the north and south of due enst and west, aud terminatea
in a circle at the eastern extremity, the stonea of the avenue
are about one foot to eighteen inches above the surface, and run in
pairs through the entire length. The western extremity terminates
abraptly, and appears as if some portion had been removed. Buta
little out of the direct line and beyond the termination of the existing
avenue, stands a small eircle, which stood probably vn the side, since
it would require & curve in the arrangement of the stones to enable
the two to meet. No such curve is known to exist in any of our
stong avenues, and there is no reason lo suppose that it did in thia

* Merivale, Rowe’s Dartmoor; Merriville, Ordnance Map.
: i
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instance, and, by comparison with tho other, there is every reason to
helieve that it did not.

The second avenue lies to the south of the one described, at about
the distauce of twenty-cight yanls, It lies newrly parallel, inclining
imperceptibly n little more to the north and south, It is about eleven
chaing, or one furlonyg nud twenty-twoe yards in length, It consists, like
the former, of & sevies of stones in pairs about o yard distent from
cach other.  Tn this avenue there is  eircle in the eentre in which
are the remains of o kist-vaen, and anothier circle, some have thought,
at. the western estremity,  The castern extremity terminates in one
lurpre stane, being nhout five feet high, much larger than those thas
form the wvenue,  (pl, vii, fig. 3

Towards the western extremity, aml about five-and twenty yards
south of the longer avenue, ean be recognised the spot on which a
cairn once stowd,  Rowe, in his Pevembhiniation of Dartmeor, writes of it
as dilapidated in 1848, It is now entirely removed ; a few stones
marking the circumference demonstrate the proportion that it once
oceupied,  The stones of this ancient relic were removed for the pur-
pose of metalling the neizhbouring highway, Nor is this the only
instance of & giwilur depredation,

I recently observed that s cairn on Warren Tor had been almoat
carted nway, the stones that forined the kistvaen being left, though
displaced in the centre, nnd n few eart-luads of stones at one extremity.
Seeing a newly-built house at w short distauce, I presumed that the
stones were removed for the purpose of being used in the erection,
although, like the cairn at Merivale Bridge, they may have been used
for mending the roads.

Also a eairn near the ruins marked in the Ordnance map as Kinga-
oven, has been almost all removed, loaving the kist-vaen in a broken
and dilupidated condition exposed to view. The side stones still
gtand, the cne upright, the other filen inwards. These are about
three aml a half feet long and two and o half feet broad.

Stones util mnrk the site, and show the cirenmference to have
been about sixty yards, The removal of these relics, without any
record of the contents that may have been observed, is a thing to be
deplored and protested against.

I think I am correct in my obscrvation that all these avenues lie
either in a dircction north and south, or enst and west ; that those in
the same loeality generally point in one direction; that one has
chnracteristics distinet from the other ; that a kist-vaen is generally
connected immediately with the avenues, covered by a cairn or exposed ;
nind that there is alwaye a cairn detached and not very distant from
theo,

Reading their history by the poor light we have, they appear to
speak of people of common habits, tho uniformity of which is varied
somewhat in the different tribes, and the intimacy with which they
wero associated.

Thus the several avenucs on Shuffledown all have a north and south
direction, and differ from one another only in the arrangerent of the
kist-vaen at the southern cxtremity.
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At Merivale Bridge both the avenues lie nearly east and west : they
differ from each other, tho vne having the circle in the middle, and
the other at its eastern extremity.

On Eylesborough Common the direction of the avenue is north and
south. The stones are arranged in a single row. A cairn stands at
the northern extremity in a circle, and another still larger some forty
yards to the south,

The cairn at the avenue under Shell Top is very largs in circurm-
ference,

Under Trowlesworthy Tor, like one of those at Merivale Bridge,
the kist-vaen, if there be any, is sunk in the soil, and no cairn has been
raised over it.

Here also the two avenues vary more than anywhere else, one
rubning north-east and south-west, the other nearly east and west;
and upder Black Tor the two avennes differ in one having a double,
the other a single row of atones.

It would appear that connected with each there are twe places of
sepulture, the one within the sacred circle, the other in a distinct,
separate, and much larger ecairn, at a little distance. I take it that
the kist-vaen within the circle held the remains of the honoured dead,
their priests, their counsellors, their successful warriors; that when-
ever they opened the kist to receive their ashes, they planted a single
stone, or & pair of stoves, nccording to the custom of the tribe, to com-
memorate to posterity a fact so worthy of record ; and fortunate will
be those modern worthiés whose monuments will endure so long.

It will be observed that many of the avenues are longer than others,
in those avenues some stones are larger than others, and that many
of the eairns are larger than others.

The larger stones, though not invariably, stand near the circle. 1
have thought that these important stones may commemorate the
deaths of the first interred, or founders of the tribe, and that the others
are evidence of the merits of the individual. The length of the
avenue, therefore, records the number of individuals interred, and to a
certain extent the duration of the tribe. The large cairn that atands
apart is the burial place of the many. Their bedies were burned, and
with each interment each mourner added his portion of stones to the
common beap. In this way I think we may accouni for the many
cairns that lie scattered over Dartmoor in an incomplete or apparently
disturbed condition. The deep hollows in the centre of many may
perhaps be the evidence of their progressive condition rather than that
of their desecration. Many of these cairns entomb a kist-vaen, but
this is not invariably the case. On the south-eastern slope of Pin-
beacon there stands a dismantled cairn, the centre of which contains
an oval chamber, which is six feet broad by twelve long. The wall
that surrounds it still stands five feet and a half high. The presage
leading tu it, though partially destroyed at the entrance, must havo
been five-and-twenty feet long by four broad. A few feet from the
entrance, on the right side, is a second chamber, having two sides at
right angles and the third rounded. There is & small shelf in the
middle of the curved or third side. There were proba!)lzy other

T
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chambers, where the stones lave been removed, and some may still be
under the utilisturbed portion of the eain,

The kist-vaen is generally found beneath a eairn but gometimes
it is fouwml wncovered in ditferent parts of the moor, There is one
nader Hound Tor, alout one furlony towards the south, within a eircle
of clasely plawad stones, of which a few only are missing. One side
aml ime cwlstone are all that remain of the kist, These are, one
six feot 1oy, the other rather more than two fect.

Another of similar deseription exists in Longeombe (pL iv. fig. 3).
Here the Kiat i three fect Ling by two feet nine inches broad and four
feet deepr. All the stones are in their places, except that the coverstons
of the kist has fullen in, Tt i3 enclosed within a circle of nine upright
stones, placerd a swall distance apart from cach other.  Within the
virele the kist appears to have been surrounded by smaller atones,
g s to form nn even surfice on a level with the mouth of the kist.

Anuther uneovered specimen stands near the high road, between
Princctown, and Swinconbe, which is in a tolerably perfect condition.,

Under Hesary Tor is vue much dilapidated, and remarkable for
Breing double kisted,

At Merivile Brilze, associated with the avenues on the southern
kitlle, o few yunls to the west of the centre, and a yard er two from
the line, are the remaing of a cromlech (ph vid, fig, 1.)

This refie, althouzh it has long had the capstone or quoit removed,
probably by the yielding of one of the side stones, had all its parh
perfuet until the last sumumer, whea upon visiting it I found it had
been cleft in two by the experieneed hand of skilled labour,

It is hard to believe that it has been done for any other object than
that of wautenness, for the poor aml discoloured quality of the stone
iy so apparcnt that its uselessness must bave been visible to those who
are accustoimed to work on preanite,  The two halves remain on the
spot, having fallen but & few inches asumler, and it may not be
ditticult to restore them to their oriinal position, and so prescrve this
fast-disappearing relic,  Beneath the stones is & deep hollow, that
may leve beeu the result of exploration, bat I am inelined to beliove
that it has been veeasioned by the frequent presence of ecattle secking
shelter, beneath the covered strueture, from the inclemency of the
weather.,  'The moisture settling in the hollow renders the soil a0 soft
that it has been readily beaten dov\ n ; the foundatious of the support-
ing stones of the eromlech bave been weakened 8o that they have given
way sufliciently to throw the quoit from its place,

The size of the quoit before it was broken was about ten feet and a
half long and four feet and a half broad, supported on three upright
stones abont four feet in height.

This cromlech in its relation to the avenue is one of those specimens
that it is had to belicve were ever entombed beneath a mound of earth.

Tumuli, «r earth mounds, althowgh common in Devonghire and
Coruwall, are rare on the Dartmoor, where, stone being abundant
s universally wsed.  This cromlech stamds on the same grassy plain
ax the stones that form the avenue,  No change in the relation of the
one to the other appears to have taken place in the long ages that have
clapsed since their erection, while the small stones still atand npon the
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turf and around the hut circles ; the small embankment that supported
the stones still remains.

Cromlechs on Dartmoor are not numerous. It may perhaps be
that many, like those at Merivale Bridge, have been thrown down and
destroyed. This was the fate of the finest specimen in Devonshire.
In February, 1862, the Drewsteignton cromlech (pl. vii, fig. 2,) was
blown down by a heavy storm, and probably, like that at Merivale
Bridge, would have so continued, until the farmer might have found it
to be his interest to break it up and cart it away to mend the road or
repair a cowshed. In 1862 the cromlech fell, and in 1863, in the
wonth of Noveruber, it was restored through the zeal of Mr. Ormerod.

As now standing (pl. vii, fig. 2} two of the upright stones are placed
under the quoit, near the margin, while the third is outside of it, the
edge of the quoit resting in a notch about eight or ten inches from
the top. This, I believe, is not the original position, but when it had
been raised to this point the firmuess of its bearing, together with the
difficulty of moving so great a mass, induced the restorer to let it rest,
The quoit or capstone is caleulated to be about sixteen tons in weight ;
it is about fifteen feet long, and ten feet wide, and stands about mix
feet from the ground. It iz a fine apecimen of the kind, and is, I
believe, the only one in Devonshire that is still in a state of preserva-
tion. It is off the moor-land, and stavuds in a cultivated field which
belongs to an estate that is known by the name of Shilston, which
Pelwhele cousiders and shows its derivation from Shelsten, or Shelving
Stone, the word “ shelf * being commonly pronounced in Devonshire
as “shelv.”

This cromlech is known in the neighbourhood as “Spinster’s Rock,”
in consequence of the tradition that it was erected by three spinsters
one morning before breakfast. These, Rowe, in his Perambulation of
Duartsmoor, poetically interprets into the three fates who are doomed
to weave the thread of destiny,

There are two or three other cromlechs on the moor, but they are
in a more or less dilapidated condition. Besides the one mentioned
in connection with the parallellitha at Merivale Bridge, there is
another in the same locality, which Rowe in his Peramiulation of
Dartmoor considers to be the ruing of a cromlech.  “ Within an imper-
fect circle, consisting chiefly, though not entirely, of upright stones,
with the advantage taken of the natural position of some huge blocks
to enclose a space of nearly one hundred and seventy-five feet in
diameter, At the upper enstern end is a vast block, large enough to
form one of the interior sides of an enclosure, having remains of walla
at right angles, suggesting the idea of a resemblance to the adytum
within the Druidical circle near Keawick. Thirty feet from this en-
closurc & large guoit-like stone (sixteen feet by nine feet cight) and
three others, have all the appearance of supporters with their impost.”
The place to which this refers is traced all over with the remains
of uncient hut dwellings, and other enclosures,—so much so, that it ia
difficult to believe but that every stone has its unwritten historical
rclation to the rest.

When many stones are scattered about, of all sizes, it is casier to
select those that will fulfil the conditions necessary to erect a croxo—
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since, two etones I observed in such peculiar proximity to each other
that I expected to have found them to be the sides of an entombed
kistvaen ; I therefore had an excavation made until I came to a flat
stone that from its relation to the others appeared to be the cover-
stone of the kist, but its removal shewed the subsoil of the country.

Circles of stones such as these are to be found on several parts of
the moor. That on Scorshiil is oue of the most perfeat. There are
thirty-one stones, all of which are in position excepting two which have
fallen. Rowe says that there aro thirty-seven, two of which have falen,

At Fernworthy the cirele is in a good state of preservation
(pL viii, fig. 1), one stone only being absent from the perfeet number
of twenty-seven stones,

Under Sittaford Tor there are near together two circles of stones,
about five feet in height, known as the Greywethers; of these many
are gone, some having been recently removed, the places on which
they stood being not yet grown over with grass, for the purpose
apparently of repairing the sides of a leat that runs a few yards off;
sorne stones ptill lie upon the ground where they once stood ; but in
the two circles which once comprised twenty-seven stones in each, nine
cnly remain in one and eleven in the other,

This donble circle bears a resemblance to the Hurlers near the
Cheese Wring in Cornwall. They are the only two approximating
eircles in the locality. On the right bank of the Erme is a circle of
which nineteen stomes are in position (pl. viii, fig. 2). They are
mostly about two feet in height, with the exception of one that is
about Bve feet. From this circle, which is evidently one of those re-
cognised as “sacred”, a single ruw of stones, about three feet distant
from each otber, extends northwards for about two miles. Over the moor
in a direct line it leads, and in its path crosses the river in a diagonal
course and goes up the side of the hill straight to the summit.
The object of this long line we supposed to have been for the
purpose of guidance in foggy weather from the sacred cirele to the
village where the inhabitants mostly dwelt, Other lines of stones,
more or less resembling this, and always leading to a cairn or circle,
but neither 8o long nor so important, are to be seen on Butterton
Hill, between the Erme and the Avon; these are generally much
dilapidated, mostly from weathering. There are others of the same
description under Belstone Tor, known as Nine Stones, besides, pro-
bably, some that as yet have been unrecorded. These circles have
long been known as temples, or sacred places, but Mr. Stuart has of
late endeavoured to overthrow that belief ; but surely if these old
inbabitants bad any sacred or mysterious rites, such circles were
probably the sites,

In the neighbourhood of Corydon Ball there are the remains of an
extensive avenue of which I know no similer one on Dartmoor. It
evidently consisted of seven or eight rows, and extends at least for a
hundred yards. Many of the stones are missing, and of those that
remain many are small and unimportant, being almost entombed
within the surrounding soil ; at the eastern extremity about seven
stones lio in a position relative to each other, that suggests the idea
of their having been a portion of a circle of which the greater part
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founded on that fact. These Dartmoor villages and huts, however,
were usually connected with ancient tin workings. The old legends
of Europe seemed to connect with the arts of metallurgy the dwarfs,
who, perhaps, could be identified with the small dark-skinned races
allied to the Lapps and Basques, and of whom traces are to be found
in many corners of Europe. Some of these Dartmoor huts might be,
no doubt, comparatively modern, but the stone avenues and circles in
connection with others pointed to a distant antiquity, at least as old
as the Roman occupation.

Dr. A. CampBELL, V.P., said, that the long rows of loose stones
described by Mr. Bate appeared to him to be indisputable signs of
cultivation, as they were in many parts of the Highlands of Scotland,
and in the Himalaya mountains, where the level land was scanty and
the soil was poor and encumbered with stones. Whether they were
evidence of cultivation in very ancient times, or within a legendary
or more recent period, was the question of importance to be solved.

MR. MoGgGrIDGE made some remarks in reference to the orientation
of the ancient hut circles, which, though generally on south-eastern
slopes, are not uniformly so placed. One of the Precilly hills, in
Pembrokeshire, is crowned by a fine old British camp. Both within
and without the lines of fortification are many of these circles. The
ground slopes to different points of the compass, and the entrance is
at the lowest part of the circle ; indeed, this could hardly be otherwise,
or the dwelling would be flooded in heavy rains. The same, to a
smaller extent, may be seen at Mynydd Carn Goch, in Carmarthen-
shire.

MR. A. L. LEwis observed that there were avenues of stones in
Shetland similar to those described by the author, some of which were
in connection with tumuli and others were not. Referring to the fact
noticed by the Author, that these avenues all ran in certain special
directions by compass, he pointed out that most of the circles had a
single stone outside in a north-easterly direction (besides others
frequently lying to the south). These detached stones were of the
greatest importance, as they proved a unity of purpose, not only
between the various circles in Britain, but between them and those in
India, which were known to be used for sacrifice, and had similar
outlying stones. This coincidence bad not been much noticed, and it
had consequently happened that the outlying stones had been frequently
overlooked altogether, although, in a certain sense, of more importance
than all the other stones together. The depressions in the tops of
some of the cairns, he said, were probably caused by the falling in
of the kists beneath. He had long been of opinion that the dolmens
were not all originally covered, or, indeed,sepulchral. The “Spinster,”
at Drewsteignton, for instance, was not suitable for a sepulchral
chamber, nor had any interment been found beneath it, and it was
therefore reasonable to suppose that its object was not sepulchral,
but perhaps sacrificial, or monumental.

Cor. Lang Fox, MR. BLACK, and DR. CAMPBELL also joined in the
discussion, and MR, SPENCE BATE briefly replied.




