
NOTES ON SOME DARTMOOR BLO\,VING-HOUSES

BY R. HANSFORD WORTH

Tnn following notes are really an adjunct to another paper
b], th" same author in the present volume (The Dartm'oor
Blowing-II owse) .

It has been possible to shorten them because much o{ the
descriptive matter will be found in that paper; anll for
convenience each note bears a number which will be folrnd
repeated in the synopsis which forms a part of such paper.

$). Ven.fard Brook. The remains of a blowing-house were
submerged when V enford, Reseruoir was constructed ; a mortar-
stone, bearing three mortars linearly set, was preserved,
and is to be found beside the drive to the Reservoir keeper's
cottage. Plate XII, fig. r.
(S), (9"). ltrleek Ford,14/. Dart. These two adjaceat blowing-
houses have been described by Bunxano (Plymowth, Itostitwtion
Tratos., vol. x, pp. ro4 and zz6). I have recentiv resurvel,'ed
them and the plans are here inserted, figs. r and z in the text,
and fig. 3 r,r'hich indicates the relative position of the t*'o
houses, and the manner in which the waters of the ieat rvere
passed over the two wheels in succession.- At (g) my wife found a bearing stone in rvhich once turned
an iron axle of some light machinerr-, probablv connected
with the bellows. These bearing stones lvere unknown when
BunNann wrote, but have since been found in many blowing-
houses. Plate XII, fig. z, and plate XIII, fig. r.

That (9) and (9a) rvere of the same date is appare,nt f_rom

their joint use of the water supply, and from the detail of
their door-jambs, in each case grooved to take the rvooden
post.
ito\. Gobbet, Suittcotnbe Valley. The remains al Gobba! hat-e
ieveral times been described. They include both the upper
and lower stones of a crazing mill, the only instance in which
both stones have been found, two mould-stones, and a
number of mortar-stones. Fig. + in the text gives some

measured details. It seems possible to ascertain rvith fair
certaintSr the original internal dimensions of the house,
which would appear to have been 3oft. by l6ft., agreeing very
nearlrv with the-dimensions of (9a) at Week Ford: one of the
moulh-stones agrees with the dimensions of that at Weelt
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DARTMOOR BLOWTNG r{OUSES 2O5

been deicribed both by BunNano (Plymowth Institution
Tvans., vol. x, p. rrr), and .by B-q.nrNc-Gouro (Book of-

Dartmoor, p. rrd. Both ciaim it as a blowing-house, and
Benrxc-Gouro fiives a plan, which needs correction. In
justice it must he said that both authors wrote when our
i<norvleCge of blor,ving-houses lvas in its infancrz' I have given
eiser,vhere in this volume mlr reasons for denving to this
buiiding all status as a blowing-house.. I }ave oni-v- to add
that thi pottery' found in the house might be consistent with
Celtic or- Saxon date, but nright also be attributed to the
flfteenth century, or even later. Fig. 5 in the text- gives a
plan of the buililing, and inset on the plan a pian and section
of the supposed mould.

Tne nultding is constnlctecl in a heap of tinners lvaste,
the inside lined rvith rubble walling, the least width of the top
of bank which forms the rvalls, including the walling, is

4ft. 6ir-rs., at places considcrably more, aird the bank extends
to a rvicith at-the foot of from B{t. to much rvider, verv irregu-
larly. I have onlv sheu,n the inside face of the walling on
the plan.
$4)-. Glazebrook. Ncar the blorving-housc on the Glazebrooh,
rlescribed in our Tvatt.sactiorts, vol. lxiv, p. 275, but on the
other bank of the strezrrn, lies a partl-v- worked stone. This
u,as fonnd biz Miss Cole of l:irerot, who shewed it to Mrs.
Eckett Fielden, from rvhom I in turn learnt of its existence.

It proved to be a " float " intended for use in the base of
ttrre furnace, and corresponding in detail with the furnace
base still in place above l'Ierriz'ale llridge, on the Walkharn.

Fig. 6 in the text gives a drawing of this stone. It is

4ft. Jins. in length, rft. 7hs. in width, and from rrins. to
r.5ins. in depth. Roughlv squared, with on one side a channel

3it. in lenfth, rrins.-in'rvidth, rin. deep at one end, and
iunning oul at the surface at the other. It is quite obviously
a " float " in an earlv stage of manufacture.
(16). On the Erme, belotv Low,er Drytlake, a mortar-stone lies
in the river close to the left bank. There are two mortars,
gach glins. in diameter and 7ins. in depth. No building
identifiabie as a blowing-house is near. A sketch is given,
fig. 7 in the text.
Qg). Little Horrabridge, lYalkham, Valley. Our member,
Mr. Sydney Tavlor, has drawn mv attention to some mortar-
stones at l.ittle Horrabridge. This site is unique since one
of the stones, which has been built into the foundation of a
shed, contains four mortars lineallv arranged. A view o.
this stone will be found on plate XIII, fig. z, the length of
the stone is zft. 7ins. The. mortars are 6ins. in diameter,
and from z-]- to 3ins. deep.
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DART}IOOR BLO\I'IT{G HOLTSES 2O7

The foliowing are the locaticns of the variolls sites above
referred to.

(5). Six-inch O.S., cvii,
(9). Six-inch O.S., cvii,

(ro). Six-inch O.S., cvii,
(rr). Six-inch O.S., o'ii,
(r4). Six-inch O.S., cxix,
(r5). Six-inch O.S., cxix,
(39). Six-inch O.S., cxii,

s.n., lat. 5oo -3r' -2o", lon. 3o-5:^' -26"
s.e., lat. 5o"-32'- 6", Ion.3"-53'-13"
s.8., lat. 5o" -32' -t9", lon. 3" -54' -44"
s.e., lat. 5o"-3r'-5o", lor,. 3o -54' -55!"
s.e., lat. 50" -25' -32", lon. 3" -52' -zg"
N.8., iat.5oo-zE'- 9", lon. 3o-54'-5r"
x.n.., lat. 5o"-3o'-25", ion. 4'- S'-4olt'^'
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PLATE XII

i. VENFORD BROOK, Mortars.

Fig. 2. WEEK FORD, 9. Bearings.

Notes on some f)artmoor Blorving Houses - to Jace page 208,
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Fig. l. WIIEI( FORD, 9a. Mouldstone.

PLATE XIII

r'//2f,4' /-o,?2 4.

I

R.H 
(

r{cy l94o

2fz

Fig. 2. LITTLE HORRABRIDGE, Mortars.
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