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MEGALITHIC CIRCLES ON YELLOWMEAD DOWN,
' SHEEPSTOR.

RE-ERECTION OF BURIED STONES
AT SHEEPSTOR.

A DARTMOOR STONEHENGE.
(By tTar Ruv. H. H. Brerox.)

The existence of the fine prehistoric stone monument
which the megalithic circles on Yellowmead Down,
near Sheepstor, form, was unknown until quite recently
and is the greatest discovery of recent years on Dart-
moor. The honour of the dizcovery rests with Mr. R.
Hangford Worth, whose skilled eye noted the humps
formed by the stones which were lying prostrate under
the turf, which formed the cuter cirels, of which only
one large stone and one small one were visible, and he
egnp{essed the opinion that it was probably a double
cirele,

That they had escaped detection so long was dune in
some meagurs to the fact that they had for many years
been covered with a very high growth of heather; this
was burnt a year or so before Mr. Worth made his
discovery. Owing to the prolonged drought of the
summer of 1321, I noticed that there were many
patches of whortleberry scrubs and grass, which were
burnt up inside the large circle, which indicated the
presence of stones buried not far under the surface.

Four Ooncentric CIrCLES,

Last autumn, on behalf of the Dartmoor Preservation
Bociety, Mr. William Manning, of Yellowmead Farm,
close by, and 1, with the assistance of others, took in
hand the task of unearthing these buried stones and
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re-srecting them in their old socket holes, It proved
a formidable task, for we found instead of ome circle
that there were four concentric eircles. '

Of these four circles the outer eirele iz composed of
large stones, many of them slabg about 4 ft. by 4 ft.
It i3 very incomplete, as some of the stones have
been taken away and builf into the newtake wall of
Yellowmead Farm, about 100 yards to the W. The
depressions in the ground show that large stones have
evidently been removed from tha N.H. arc; these
have probably been removed to form the small bridge
across the streamlet in the gully 200 yda. N.W. of the
circle. The three stones which form this bridge have
guch @ strong likeness to the other slebs, which form
the outer cirele that their origin can hardly be doubted.
This outer circle consists now of 24 stones, and has a
diameter of 63 ft. Some of the small stones in the W.
arc may be only triggers of much larger stones which
have been taken away to build the wall. The largest
stone in the S.E. arc was 5 ft. 6 in, as it lay on the
ground, but now is 4 ft. 3 in. high. It has on its top
two depressions which have the appearance of cup
markings, but in this cage I think they are due only fo
the weathering of the granite. It bears remarkable
ressmblance to the largest stone in the Brisworthy
Cirele ; ite height is the same, and its girth near the
hottom is algo of the same measurement.

The second cirele consists of 28 stonmes, and has a
diameter of 48 feet. It is composed of smaller stones,
which are placed with marked regularity on the E. and
8. sides.

. _The third eircle consists of 31 small stones, and has
& diameter of 37 feet. '

The fourth and innermost circle consists of 21 stones,
and has a diametar of 20 feet. It is composed of thick
ponderous stones. This enclosed either a kistvaen, of
which no trace remains, or & large cairn, of which
there are -still indications. It encircled the burial
place of some King or powerful chief of pre-historic
times. The Dartmoor Pressrvation Society intends to
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axcavate this inner platform in the hope of finding an
nrn.

These four concentric circles are, therefore, composed
of no less than 104 stones, and the whole monument
consists of 118 stones, including the stones referred to
below. '

Tag QUTSTANDING STONES.

On the W. gide are 14 stones, which have formed
the beginnings of probably as many as eight or nine
stone rows running parallel in a westerly direction.
These have all been destroyed to build the new-take
. wall, although on the way they are still traceable.
The largest of thess stones close to the circle is trigged
up by a large natural boulder which i3 buried under-
ground., About 40 yds. E. of the circle are the remains
- of a small barrow which has been contained by a small
* girele of stones, four of which remain, and which has a
diameter of 10 ft. :

About 80 yds. further E, is a large slab about 53 ft.
- gquare, Connected with it are two or three sitones
which have formerly stood srect. About 130C yds. N.E.
of these circles is a fallen menhir, 6 ft. 3 in. long;
connected with it are three stones running in a S.E.
direction.

How to RBaAcH THE CIRCLES.

After passing through Sheepstor, turn to the left and
- go up the lane fowards the tor. After passing through
- the gate on to ths open moor follow the road until you
come to another gate. Enter thisand follow the green
Iane until you come to the open moor again; hers turn
to the R. towards the fir trees; the circles are on the B,
side of these. As you crosg the gully on to the open
moor, the three stones spanning the streamlet of which
I have spoken will be crossed.

. The leat-course which runs along the W, side of the
circles discharged itself into the gully about 50 yds.
shove this bridgs for the purpose of turning the water-
whesl of a blowing-house which formérly stood thefe,
?t' which now not » single trace remains, execept the
eat. '




