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SUGGESTED ROUTE FROM EXETER TO THE

GREAT CENTRAL TRACKWAY (DARTMOOR)'

BY COLONEL RANSOM PICKARD, C.8., C.M.G, F,R.C.S.

(Read at Dartmorrth, 25th Juty, 1929.)

Transactions oJ the Deuonshire Assooiation lor the Aduancement oJ

Scienee, Litcraturc, and' Att. r929.*VoI. lxi, pp. 343-345')

Ix the Trans. Deu. Assoc., Vol. XXI, p.435, Mr. R. Burnard,
in giving an account of the great central trackway on Dartmoor,
tra"ces ii eastwards to Heitree Down, whence he surmises it
may have gone to Chudteigh and so to Exeter. For
sorie years I f,ad been studyingl route from Exeter westwards
whicb"appeared to have some of the characteristics of a British
trackwdy', and had traced it to Heatree Down. . 

Having now
become icquainted with Mr. Burnard's Paper, it appears. to
me that the two tracks are the two parts oI a way which led
from Exeter across Dartmoor, and which is complementary
to the northern route from Exeter to Okehampton and the
southern which crosses the Teign at Were Barton below
Kingsteignton.

The suggested route is as follows :-
Exe Bridge, Church Path (S.E. side of St. Tho-masChurch),

foot-path td Ide, thence by-road to Idestone,-Windy-Cross,
Leigh Cross, " Windhill Gate " on road to Bridford from
Lei[h Cross, direct road to Heltor 

-(e19!qdiry 
Bridford)'

Roia to Blackingstone, parish road S.S.W. from " r " in
point ro84 (Ordnaince ScaG r" ed. rgrz-r3), which leads below
-a 

wood to'a minor countv road. Cross this latter to a grassy
slightly depressed track,-which goes S.W. to a small gate on
th6 further-side of another road. This gate opens on a narrow
road which goes W. for about I mile. At this point a narrow
deep lane ldaves it on the S. side and winds down to the
Lustleigh-Itloretonhampste-ad road. The way goes aJY,"
valley ior 3oo yards, ind opposite Wray Bartbn turns S'W'
into i narrJw road. Then thidirection id through Barnecourt,
over " Clapper Bridge," past Langstone, points ro4r and ror4,
and asain S.W. to Heatree Down.

Pasiing S.S.W. over Heatree Down to point 1237, t ascends
the shouider above (N. side) the East-Webburn River. by
a sunken way, not clearly marked in parts, to join the ancient



344 succESTED ROUTE FROM EXETER TO THE

trackway shown on the ordnance map as crossing Hameidon.The reasons for considering it ".'n.iti.t ,." ,_

" 
,i 

lt^g",?-li:3,_Exete.r on the trackwa5z described by Mr.r. J. Joce lllans. l)eu. Assoc., Vol. LIX, ip. z7t_27), #f,i.t
!ea$1 

t9 the T T..:Sl, as far as where hii track turns down)' to. cross the Alpha Rrook. The difference between hisdescription and mine is_thai i "";;id;fi; t.gt""i"gi,I **track is bv Church path; he, ti,"i it-w""i 
"f&S 

a;iri.l 
-Si.

as far as an olcl cross and'bv ; ;;J nt*t".troy"a.2. The general mod-g of this route is to ascend spurs ofthe main,ridqg:, generailV \eepi"g n"".L"t not quite on thewatershed. When the m"l" ila[.. 
"." ir"r.r."a, ,, tf,"ymust be, seeins thev run S.S.E.. ;; thi; route goes S.W. bvW., the track irossis,the ridges;;;; ;;;ni*;H*r;;; ;"1quite over them. The folloiving a"t"if. air.ih"t" tf"; 

";;_tention :-
Exeter to Ide-traverse of ridge.
Ide to Ideford-spur.
I_deford to Windy Cross_g on a sDur.Windy Cross to Leis1 Cioss-",I;"
Traverse of Teign Vailey to. 1 *1f".'
To He]tor-sorri.
$_eltgr to Blackingstone-nearjy on watershed.
Blackingstone to RI ].V."y_t;;%.J.'oi'riag" and descentat only practicable point, the .fop. jse*fr;r.;;G

very steep and rocky.
Wray Barton- to point io4r*traverse of two ridges.
!94r to Heatree Common-watershed.
These methods of crossing hilly;oili;y are very character_istic of otd tracks in T)evoi ; #r..i.l]^i. inty exceptionaltvthat the exact watershed is k"pt, 

"lih;"g;'th;";i;;ir;anear it.

, -,3: , Th",f,gllowing landmarks and names exist on this route :

i1^"1111";_y-19{:.9r., Leigh Cross, Hettor, Brackingstone,\.rapper brtdge, fleatree i while there is a camp on Hinter;iTor (S.E. of '-Ctapper Bridge ,), ."Jh;Lil."t". on Easdon Torand Cripdon Oown-between which hills the track runs.
, ^ 

I{esto.n9 suggests a worship stone to which the name of therocal salnt was alterwards attached, the permian brecc:-having possibly_ supplied. the stone-.-'p"riuo. Windv Crr..
y:.-l,f:"^g^1."r.by, just as the cross on Mardon Down ii pt,: 

= -near tne stone crrcle, as a protection from heathen influe,n:=-.
, Ior. only is H_eatree a Celtic name, but-the collec::::- ::nur clrcles on Heatree Down shows the actua-l site c: ::evillage.

."Il:I.^,j- no clapper !ri.{Se at the river crossing sc-ca_ec.rnougn one ot the two bridges there is very old iia i. toitt
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in a more important style than would be expected on a
oarish road.' Btr.kinestone and Heltor are excellent sighting points, the
Iatter beiig very visible from Haldon'-- 

+. tfr" "geneial line from Heltor to Heatree agrees. with
tnit of the"great central trackway, allowing for the habit of

.o.n tr""t. tb deviate in parts according to the lie of the land'

trairitet is touched. 
-The road to Heltor through Bridford

i".r.i ttrit way at \\'indmill Gate and rejoins it at Heltor, and

*^u f. i.eurd'ed as a loop formed on the ancient track to give

"..'"ti 
io t"he village rvhen this was built in an adjacent valley:*-e" 
of1..tion t5 this route-being considered v-ery-ancient

is,-ihat ivith the esception of hall-a mile from Windy Cross

to*"ia. Leigh Cross,-it does not form a parish.borrndary'
ifrli *"t. bi rveighed against those presented, which, in mv
orirrio.t. are in iar-bur of it being an old track' That the part
#rri.t i..""rses Haidon is at 

-least medieva'l is shown by
Wi"J; Cross. rvhich is an early gothic type' It is interesting
thaifro* near this point a tiaJkway leads down to Doddis-
.ornU.t.igtt, and mai have been the ancient way to that
village and so to Crocombe Bridge.

AooBNPuttl.
Since *riting my paPer I have hld an opportunity .of

.*"-i"i"g Cripion"Dbwn and Hayne Q9*.' From o-pposite

it 
" 

poi"t"rtt ere the " ancient tracliwa.y "^re.aches the Heatree-

Wia'ai.omUe road a green track can be followed along the. S'

edge of Heatree Com]mon to a lane S. of a plantation, which

""3. ", 
" J"]-'s Grave." Thence a grassy tracl-<- keep-s the

same E. d.iieition over Cripdon Down to a road W' of Hayne
Dor"rr. On the further side of this road two tracks continue
it;;"; N.E. over the cent-re of the Down, the other P by N:

over its shoulder. Each terminates at a farm, the latter at
" southcott " on a parish road to Manaton.

fn"t. i. nothing 'to note about the tracks except that the
one on the shodter of Hayne Down is there sunken and

narrow, suggesting a great ige. To m-y mind they suggest

wavs on to"ihe ll6or f"rom Minaton rather than parts of any
tfritugfl route ; but thev may be loopsof the route described
i" it ii paper, designed'to piss neaf the enclosure fo-rmerly

&i.ting^"t Manato"n (Crossing's Guide to Dartmoot, Part 3'
p.74.


